
 

Ashley Johnston - Enjoy music for you and others will enjoy it too! 
 

Following her success at the Woodard Schools Music Competition, the music department have caught up with 

Ashley to discuss her experience, her passion for singer-song writing and the future! 

 

What was the process of reaching the Woodard final? 

‘In November, we had to submit a recording of ourselves performing and for me, it was a song I had composed, 

‘Nightcrawler’. In March, I found out I was successful in reaching the final which would take place at the Elgar Hall in 

Birmingham.’  

 

How did you find the day?  

‘I had never experienced performing in such a prestigious classical concert hall and so, this was a new experience for 

me. I was so impressed by the standard of musicianship in the competition and the level of professionalism shown 

by other students was extremely inspiring. I am extremely humbled by the result but in all honesty, I was totally 

surprised!’ 

 

What inspires you to write music? 

‘It’s mostly just for me, and for my own personal enjoyment. It’s a very therapeutic form of self-expression and gives 

me an emotional outlet. Sometimes it can be a case of a tune popping into my head or other times, creating a song 

for the sake of wanting to listen to it. Even before playing an instrument, I always enjoyed improvising with my voice 

and when I began to learn the guitar, it became another outlet for improvisation.’ 

 

What is ‘Nightcrawler’ about?  

‘Nightcrawler is about a journey, a journey of a man seeking the music that aligns with his state of mind. The song 

details his encounters with different characters as he adventures through a city with the goal of finding a tune that 

he can groove to.’ 

 

What would you like to do in the future? 

‘I want to make a living in the music industry as I am incredibly passionate about composing, producing and 

performing. I would love to make music for various mediums, be it for film or theatre as well as recorded music. I 

intend to take up my place to study Popular music at Goldsmiths next year and I hope that the diversity this course 

offers will give me the skills to realise my dream.’ 

 

What advice could you offer to younger, aspiring musicians? 

‘Find your own sound, don’t be afraid to experiment and don’t get caught up in the technicalities – enjoy music for 

you and others will enjoy it too!’ 


