
 

Dear U6th and 5th Form students and parents, 
  
The DfE released a statement this afternoon as below on the awarding of exam grades this summer.  Frustratingly, 
it lacks the necessary detail that would enable us to know what to do next.  So, the promised clarification has 
provided only minimal and asks more questions than it answers. 
  
It tells us only that Ofqual plan to apply a ‘mechanism’ combining mock exams, coursework and prior attainment to 
produce what they are calling a ‘calculated grade’ which will be confirmed and finalised in July.  All we know, 
therefore, is that grades are going to be determined by a mechanism of some description, but not exactly how this 
mechanism will work.  The other thing we know is that grades will not be determined solely by predicted grades. 
  
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/further-details-on-exams-and-grades-announced 
  
HMC and ISC (our representatives in this discussion with government) are ‘in the room’ with Ofqual and have told 
us that ‘this is the start of a longer engagement with the regulator to arrive at a robust and fair process for awarding 
grades at GCSE and A Level at the end of July’.  In other words, the statement today from DfE is a holding 
statement with details on the mechanism to follow.  Please be prepared that this may take a number of weeks. 
  
In the meantime, you have everybody’s sympathy in the situation you find yourselves in as exam cohorts across 
the country.  You will of course have lots of questions and of course Mrs Stafford, Mrs Burns and others will be on 
hand to answer them when we have the information we need to do so.  In the meantime, I’m sure you’ll appreciate 
that they can’t anticipate how this mechanism might work or what grades the school will submit.  Therefore, we 
would be grateful if you would hold off on individual queries or requests about this process until there are more 
details. 
  
Best wishes, 
Ben Figgis 
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