
 

Exam cancellation and providing an alternative curriculum 

Once again, apologies for a long e-mail from school.  The purpose is to reassure parents that we will 
continue to provide structure and support for your children’s learning next term, albeit for most if 
not all of it online rather than on-campus.  In particular this relates to adapting the programmes for 
5th and U6th students. 

This is the educational part.  The governors are also meeting this week and next to discuss financial 
matters and a separate communication on this will follow. 

The government has confirmed that public exams are cancelled rather than postponed.  Although 
there is much speculation on this, at present we do not know the criteria on which grades will be 
awarded.  Ofqual’s statement yesterday read: 

We welcome the certainty that the Secretary of State’s decision not to hold exams this summer 
provides in these challenging circumstances. We will now work urgently with the Department for 
Education to work through the detail of this decision and to provide more information as soon as 
possible. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/coronavirus-a-further-statement 

  

The same goes for UCAS and we also await confirmation on how university conditional offers are 
going to be managed: 

Following the announcement of the closure of schools in England, Scotland, Wales, and Northern 
Ireland, and the cancellation of examinations and assessments in England, UCAS is working 
with Ofqual, the Department for Education, the Scottish Government, the Office for Students, and 
examination awarding bodies. We expect to be able to provide a further update on Friday 20 March. 

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/after-you-apply/coronavirus-covid-19-latest-updates 

 We will of course update you, and you may also want to check the sites above for updates. 

  

Alternative curriculum for 5th and U6th 

In anticipation of this scenario, we have been developing plans to deliver an alternative curriculum 
for the 5th and U6th next term.  Mrs Stafford is briefing the 5th and U6th on this today, and we will 
send you details of their programmes for next term shortly. 

Our intention is to provide an interesting and meaningful programme for both year groups next 
term, and to give them much-needed structure and purpose in the coming months.  Whilst we have 
to be off campus, this will be provided online and as soon as we can get back to school, we will 
obviously do so.   The Leavers’ Ball is of course also an important rite of passage for the Upper Sixth, 
and we are committed to going ahead with this either in the summer or if needs be in the autumn. 

Meanwhile, here are the outlines of the alternative curriculum: 

  

5th Form:  

Fifth formers will study foundation courses in their chosen A Level, IB or BTEC courses.  The purpose 
is to enable them to understand the key concepts of the topics, and develop their skills and 
foundation knowledge. This should bridge the gap frequently experienced by students moving from 
GCSEs into the Sixth Form, develop their confidence and accelerate their progress through the Sixth 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/coronavirus-a-further-statement
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/after-you-apply/coronavirus-covid-19-latest-updates


 

 
 

Form.  We are taking this as an opportunity to extend and enhance their Sixth Form experience, and 
ultimately enable them to succeed in the final exams and university applications. 

  

U6th: 

IB students are still aiming to sit exams somewhere in the world in May.  Pending confirmation from 
the IBO, teachers will continue to support them in live lessons via Teams as planned.  If the May 
exam session is cancelled, we will support IB students to prepare for and sit exams at Ardingly in 
November.  

  

For A Level students, we will run two programmes next term: 

1. Pre-university subject MOOCs – these will run in the first half of the summer term and be 
targeted at the most popular courses for our students at university eg Economics/Business, 
Politics/International Relations, Natural Science/Medicine, Psychology, Liberal Arts.  The 
courses will aim to bridge the transition between school and university and explore the 
subjects beyond the confines of the A level programme. 

2. University Preparation (UP) Programme - for both the IB and A level cohorts we aim to 
expand the existing UP programme in the fortnight after half-term to provide the Upper 
Sixth with a skills-based programme to help with the transition to university. 

  

Electives 

We are preparing a programme of electives for all Senior School students on a part-compulsory, 
part-voluntary basis.  These will aim to reach the parts that the normal academic curriculum doesn’t 
reach, for example History of Art, Anthropology or an introduction to Mandarin. 

  

Shell, Remove and Lower Sixth 

We are well prepared to deliver a combination of online lessons and content learning to these year 
groups next term, and feedback to date from students who have been in self-isolation has been 
encouraging.    

Next week Shell, Remove and Lower Sixth are expected to work at home in this manner, although 
Fifth and Upper Sixth will not. 

  

Reports 

Reports have been written for all year groups but are no longer particularly relevant for Fifth and 
Upper Sixth except IB as they comment almost exclusively on their preparation for exams which 
have now been cancelled.  Reports will be published for Shell, Remove, Lower Sixth. 

  

Undergraduate alumni 

Finally, we would be delighted if recent leavers who are now at university – or rather are unable to 
be at university due to the virus – are willing to contribute to the U6th programme.  We will be in 
contact with them separately, but if you have undergraduate children at home and keen to 



 

 
 

contribute, please let Georgina or me know.  Likewise if you as parents would like to contribute or 
have ideas that would enhance the programme outlined above, that would also be very useful. 

Despite the obstacles, we are energised by the opportunity to adapt and provide education in new 
ways, and hope the students will respond positively once they have clarity on their grades and 
university admissions.  Our interpretation and expectation is that the exam boards and universities 
will be accommodating given the circumstances, so in this respect all should be well. 

Please expect the teachers, tutors and the pastoral teams at school to provide the same levels of 
support as always during term-time, and we will get on with planning for productive education next 
term. 

  

Best wishes, 

Ben Figgis 

  


