
 

Dear Parents, 

Week 1 has been confined to History and we look forward to what lies ahead in Week 2. This promises to 
be more ‘normal’ after the busy-ness of the last four days. It seems like we have been back for far more 
than that, and the summer holidays seem like another country.   

WEDNESDAY MATCHES: we do our best to make sure every child has an opportunity to represent the 
school, at the right level for their development and enjoyment, on Wednesday afternoon. Match 
Day.  This ambitious approach to sport was stretched to the full this week and we have 
reflected on this. Going forward, we have decided not to run a full programme of matches in the first 
week of the Michaelmas Term as this will allow everyone to fully understand the match process, including 
all teachers, parents and pupils, meaning we will hit the ground running in Week 2. I apologise for the 
various issues on Wednesday and we attach in-depth guidelines that should allow Wednesdays to be a 
day of enjoyment and pride, rather than stress and confusion. The default position, as with any query or 
misunderstanding, is to contact your child’s Form Tutor in the first instance.   

MEET THE TEACHERS: do join us on Tuesday 14th at 1900, in the West Quad, to meet and get to know 
your child’s teachers. Parking will be available in the Snow Car Park, the bays on the road by the North 
Quad, Prep Playground and Pre-Prep Car Park. Refreshments will be served, and you will also have a 
chance to visit the new café. The evening will continue less-formally, with wine and cheese, at the 
Gardeners’ Arms, Ardingly, with thanks to the Friends’ Committee.   

WHOLE SCHOOL CAMP: your exhausted children will be even more so this evening due to their exertions 
at the camp over the last 24 hours. The atmosphere was beautifully relaxed, with great manners on 
display from all, and an adventurous and generous approach to all. They were a pleasure to be with and I 
am very grateful to the staff for all their energy and enthusiasm in giving the children such a vibrant 
opportunity to collaborate and enjoy themselves. My thanks to the Friends once again for the glow 
sticks, inflatables and general presence.   

CLUBS: start on Monday with a bang. There are still a few spaces in some, and 
Tuesday’s Outdoor Adventures promises to be a super learning opportunity in Standgrove Woods for all 
ages. Please contact  charlie.tomlinson@ardingly.com or iana.nicholls@ardingly.com if you have 
any club questions.   

PICK-UP: you will be receiving a further communication from Ben Figgis about parking, traffic and the 
café. Please could I ask you that bar Wednesday’s match tea being available in the café, please endeavour 
to make pick-up a safe and quick affair. Do park in either Snow or the Prep Playground, collect your child 
and return to your car; this will allow others to use your space once you have collected and departed. 
Spaces are premium at this time. Please do not use the Café until we have the new car park. 
We appreciate your support here.   

Enjoy the weekend yet do make sure your children catch up on sleep!   

Yours ever  

 

Harry Hastings  

Ardingly College Prep School Head  
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