
 
Friday 25th June 2021  

Dear Parents,  

Community: Without doubt this what we have all missed as a school and as families. We were due to 
come together for the Prep School Prize Giving tomorrow morning. Once again Covid 
has triumphed and our best-laid plans have been curtailed. However, we are still going ahead for 
Year 8 and we will endeavour to give them a memorable morning in the marquee followed by a special 
BBQ lunch, with our guest of honour. Pupils are expected in uniform with their parents from 1030 for 
refreshments, with the event officially starting at 1100.  

Trip: Year 8 have made many marvellous memories in Devon during the course of this week. What has 
been so lovely to hear is how happy they have been simply to be together, rain or shine, as a group. 
They have missed this so much. These adventures are so special and I know they will never forget this 
voyage. I am so grateful to all the staff for putting it together and making it work for them all.     

Shaping My World: Who would have thought that the SMW week had been missed last year? It 
started with a bang yesterday in the form of adventurous trips to Chessington, Legoland 
and Thorpe Park. Friday saw an extraordinary variety of activities: art and music workshops, 
den building, reservoir rambles, maintenance activities with our incredible team, learning how to 
book a holiday, emergency response skills, card games and a VR workshop for Year 7. All in a day. My 
goodness. Please ask your children what they got up to today; most will have had 5 different activities!  

Arts by the Lake: Be aware of next week’s events. It is something special. I went to the Year 10 version 
of Pride and Prejudice and admired the sublime performances of many former Prep School 
pupils amongst others too. Do book up for other events, especially on Tuesday.    

National Football Runners-Up: Our U13 girls had a chance of going to the ISFA Football Finals having 
qualified last month only to realise it clashed with their Year 8 Devon trip for all bar two of the team 
in Year 7. However, they said they wanted to go. The Sports Dept made it possible and they 
went. Starting their day with a 0630 pickup, they made it to the Hertfordshire ground 25 minutes 
before their first match which they duly lost 0-1. They went on to win their next 7 games and are 
National Runners-Up. Their journey back to Devon was full of songs and smiles, and the odd burger 
from McDs too! Well done girls!  

Ending well: Here’s to a peaceful final few days of term. Allow your children rest for these final few 
days so we can all go into the long and well-deserved break with warm grins of satisfaction.    

Have a restful weekend.   

Yours ever  

  

Harry Hastings  

Head of Ardingly Prep School         


