
 
1st July 2021 

Dear Parents, 

Sports Days: In a year when the community has been forced apart by the obvious, what was 
significantly apparent in all three events yesterday, magnificently orchestrated by Ian 
Nicholls Jnr and Chloe Brown, was the support of the children for each other. I cannot 
remember having witnessed quite as much positive concern for each other’s performances 
as seen on Nine Acre. It was a joy to behold whilst the opportunities for all the young 
athletes was varied, exciting and challenging. 

Shaping My World: The staff and children have completed their SMW week for 2021. The 
energy was tangible and whether it’s about being generous, adventurous, ingenious or 
curious, the children were stretched to the limit in a programme skilfully led by Mr Noel and 
delivered by a team of hard-working and innovative staff. I witnessed the Year 7 and 8 
careers morning, where seven parents kindly volunteered to share their experience and 
knowledge about a range of employment from diplomacy to surveying and higher education 
to hotels. Many thanks to those parents and if you are keen to share what you do with the 
children, do make contact as it would be productive to make this type of education more 
than an annual occurrence. 

Aladdin and Bugsy: Mrs M-M and Miss Spink delivered once again respectively as part of the 
ABTL festival. A troop of nearly 60 excited children in two casts from three-year groups 
entertained a busy marquee, whilst England romped to victory at Wembley. The latter did 
not stop the focus, fun and drama that caught the imagination, making us, as an audience 
gasp and wonder at how such pieces of marvellous theatre could be created in such a short 
period of time. The clapping at the end of both shows said it all; great drama at Ardingly 
Prep is very much on the menu. 

Charity starts with a run: Two inspirational members of Year 4 have gone above and beyond 
this term with their fundraising attempts. Esmé and Stan T have both been busy running to 
raise more than £1000 each in their brave and bold ventures. If you are interested in 
sponsoring and supporting either, please contact the office for further details. I was 
presented by a challenge by Gary Hunt, father of Alan in Year 4, when he asked me to join 
his team playing 72 holes of golf in one day as part of The Longest Day. The opportunities to 
support us as we raise money for Macmillan cancer are accessed by this 
link SponsorGaryAndHarry We are playing at Chartham Park on Tuesday 3rd August, teeing 
off at 0644. We may be joined by Nicholls Jnr, Hooper and Gardner. 

Certificates and Reports: I have found the process of reading every child’s report immensely 
rewarding in the last few weeks. Those with children in Years 7 and 8 should have seen your 
child’s Certificate of Survival, in the form of a ‘Remarkable Award’ with their handwritten 
report from me, contained within. Children in Years 3-6, were given theirs in their special 
Form Assemblies earlier today. Please ask to see them. 

https://longestdaygolf.macmillan.org.uk/Team/thedrawshankredemptions


 
Have a splendid summer: encourage your child to read, pick up litter, help around the 
home, pick up their towel, put shoes away, empty the dishwasher, make their bed, and a 
whole host of other natural expectations, for which there should be no reward. Likewise, 
encourage them to listen, empathise and show interest in others. Despite everything, I am 
proud of them all. 

To those pupils moving on from the Prep School this term, particularly in Year 8, we wish 
you the very best of luck at the Senior School or other schools locally or further away from 
home. Wherever you are, you go with our best wishes. We look forward to seeing the rest 
of you when you return in September. Happy holidays one and all! 

Yours ever, 

 

Harry Hastings 

Head of Ardingly Prep School 

  

 


