
 

 

 
 

Headmaster’s Letter 

In eight days’ time, on Sunday 8th March, we will be celebrating 
International Women’s Day, a wonderful celebratory day in 
recognition of the world’s women in every nation both past and 
present. All next week we shall be building on this recognition by 
studying the role of women in our daily lessons. Before 1940, 
none of our teachers would have been women and then Mrs 
Archie Burgess arrived.  

Today we have a perfect gender balance on our staff and in 
September there will be more girls in the Prep School than boys. 
Just. As Mrs Palma said in Monday’s assembly, the discussion 
here should in fact be all about the quest for equality in our 
modern world. We certainly will be celebrating many great past 
achievements and looking ahead to what might be achieved in 
the future. If we can play a small part by encouraging our girls 
and boys into being generous, adventurous, ingenious and 
curious, a whole load more achievements, successes and 
happiness will fill our world.  

The JENGA metaphor is a pertinent one, especially following 
Natasha Devon’s inspiring and insightful talk today. We all need 
building up to bring out the best in us - comments, actions and 
deeds make us stronger or weaker depending on whether they 
are positive or negative. Adding positive ‘blocks’ to friends, peers 
or those we don’t know so well, makes a difference to our own 
‘tower’.  

Perhaps by the next generation everyone will also be recognized 
for who they are, what they stand for, what they believe in and 
what they value, rather than whether they are a boy or a girl. We 
can make that difference by how we choose to treat everyone 
each day. Now that’s some challenge. Let’s build together.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eaf_X9qSeVY 

https://www.amightygirl.com/blog/?p=27408 

 

 
The Week Ahead 

 
Week 8 

Monday 02 March  
Duty Form - 8B  

08:30 - 17:30  Year 8 History Presentations 
14:30   F: U12 County Cup v Regis (h)  
16:10   House Meetings  
18:15 - 19:15  Poetry Declamation Evening (Studio)  
Tuesday 03 March  

13+ Art Scholarships (Art School)  
13+ Drama Scholarships (Senior Drama 
Rooms)  

08:30 - 17:30  Year 8 History Presentations 
09:00 - 12:30  Hobgoblin Theatre visit for Year 3  
09:30 - 16:30  Chess Congress @ Cottesmore  
14:00   XC: Cross Country @ Worth (Years 5-8)  
Wednesday 04 March  
12:00   H: UKSA U10 Tournament @ The Triangle  
12:30  N: U13 & U12 SISNA Tournament: 1st, U12A 

@ Roedean  
14:15   N: v Cumnor: U11A, U11C, U11E (a)  
14:30   N: v Cumnor: 3rd, 5th (h)  
14:30  H: v St Andrews Prep: 1st, 2nd (h) Colts A, 

Colts B (a)  
14:30   H: v Brambletye: 6th, 7th (h)  
14:30   H: v Handcross Park: U9A, U9B (h)  
14:30  N: v Copthorne: 4th (h)  
15:00   N: v Cumnor: U11B, U11D (a)  
15:15  H: v St Andrews Prep: Colts C, Colts D (h) 

3rd, 4th (a)  
15:15   H: v Handcross Park: U8/9 Festival (h)  
Thursday 05 March  

13+ Sports Scholarships 
   World Book Day  
09:00   Prep School annual Book Fair arrives  
11:40 - 12:30  Author talk (Bali Rai) for Years 5 & 6  
Friday 06 March  
09:00   Parent Forum (Drama Studio)  
09:00 - 17:30  Glyndebourne rehearsal day  
10:25   Year 6 Cake Sale  
13:00  H: U13 County Championships @ 

Hurstpierpoint  
14:00  N: U10 Handcross Park Versatility 

Tournament: U10A (a)  
16:30   Year 5 Boarding Special - Start  
Saturday 07 March  
09:30  Senior School Open Morning  

Year 5 Boarding Special - Finish  
19:00   Prep Friends' Comedy Night (Under) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eaf_X9qSeVY
https://www.amightygirl.com/blog/?p=27408


 

 
 
 

Parent Notices 

 

Science Week!   9th - 13th March 
Lots of great things are happening for all years and parents.  

 

Monday 9th March - Dress as a Scientist Day – Pupils and Staff 

in the Prep School are invited to come to School dressed as a 

Scientist, so don your craziest wigs, and fancy lab coats and help 

us launch Science Week 

  

Come join Peter Rhys-Evans as he talks us through the Waterside 

Ape theory, an alternative account of Human Evolution. The talk 

starts at 4.15 in the Prep Drama Studio. The event is free but 

must be booked. Please see attached flyer for more details, to 

book please click the link  

  

Tuesday 10th March – Year 5 have their Science trip to 

Herstmonceux to take part in a range of Science related 

activities. Please see attached letter. 

  

Wednesday 11th March – Reception - Year 4 will have sublime 

Science Workshops at School. I sure they will come home telling 

you about all their crazy experiments. 

  

Thursday 12th March – Year 6 have their Science trip to the 

Science Museum in London. Please see attached letter 

Martha Clokie Talk. Chapel 18:30-20:00 Coronavirus, 
Influenza, HIV: Ebola: Rotavirus. They are all Viruses mostly 
known for their aggressive and infectious nature. But are all 
Viruses bad? Join Martha Clokie as she talks to us about the 
wonder of Bacteriophages (or phages). Viruses that can infect 
and destroy bacteria…And they live in you! Yes you! Listen in awe 
as she talks about how she found viruses that destroy antibiotic-
resistance bugs by looking in stool samples, her son’s nappies 
and estuary mud. The event is free but must be booked. Please 
see attached flyer for more details, to book please click the link. 

  

Key Dates for the Summer Term 

 
Saturday 20th June, Year 8 Celebration Evening 

Saturday 27th June, Prizegiving 
Wednesday 1st July, Sports Day 

 
Prep School Book Fair 

Thursday 5th – Wednesday 12th March 2020 

 
Our annual book fair will be arriving on Thursday 5th March and 
will remain with us for a week.  Located in the G classroom 
corridor the book fair will be open to pupils every 
lunchtime. This is a great opportunity for your children 
to purchase some fantastic books whilst raising money for 
charity. This year, in an attempt to reduce unnecessary email 
traffic, we have decided to trial a new system. Instead of every 
pupil in the school having to have emailed permission from their 
parents to buy a book from the fair, we are presuming, based on 

past experience, that the majority will be allowed to buy at least 
one! Parents only need to email the librarian, Mrs Reed 
(denise.reed@ardingly.com)  if you would like to give permission 
for your child to purchase more than one book from the fair - 
please stipulate how many OR if You do not wish your child to 
purchase any books from the fair. If we do not hear 
from you then we will presume you are happy for your child to 
purchase one book from the fair if they would like to. The 
amount your child spends will be charged to your end of term 
account as usual. 
  

Yrs 5 & 6 Author Talk & Book Signing,  
Thursday 5th March 

 

The award-winning author Bali Rai will be visiting the Prep 
School to promote his new book Now Or Never: A Dunkirk Story, 
which will be of particular interest to Year 5 having just 
completed a unit of study on World War 2. As always at these 
events signed copies of the book (in paperback) will be available 
for the children to purchase if they so wish. The cost will be 
charged to their end of term account as usual. We would ask 
parents to email the Prep school librarian, Denise Reed 
denise.reed@ardingly.com  ONLY  if you do not wish your child 
to purchase a book. If we do not hear from you we will presume 
you are happy for your child to purchase a book at the event if 
they would like to. 
 

Digital Art Competition 
The Digital Art Competition 2020 is now open! All Prep School 
Pupils are invited to get creative with a computer, tablet or other 
device to make some inspiring Art work. The theme this year is 
“Under the Sea” and the deadline for entries is Monday the 16th 
March. Please email all entries to robyn.lee@ardingly.com as 
Jpegs or other suitable attachments. Chat to your Art teacher for 
more information or inspiration. Good luck and we look forward 
to seeing what you create! 

 

Clubs 
Club Cancellation - Witches and Wizards Club 

Witches and Wizards Club will not be held on March 5th and 
March 12th respectively, due to Miss Curbishley being away on 
School Trips.  Waiting is available if needed.   

 

HMIs 
Annabel Withington, Hattie Norfolk-Thompson, William 
Stockley, William Deverson-Phelan, Ivan Kaportsev, Daniel 
Jessep, Daniel Korour, Georgie Thurston, Evie Whitehead, 
Mikayla Lovette, Ralph Hirst, Ben Rouse, Keira Beasley, Shimmy 
Mhueka, Barney Hastings, Finley Robinson, Charlotte Horwood, 
Imogen Mode, Georgia Grieveson, Halle Millard, Ruby Brown, 
Ben Wallis, Mia Littlefair, Max Massey, Frankie Bell, Isabelle 
Louth, Eva-May Adamson, Poppy Wood, Max Massey, Josh 
Wood, Ollie Cowdrey, Ben Gregory, Grace McEwan, Ben 
Latchford, Bea Blechman 

  

Shaping My World awards (the first ever!) 
Ana Tomkins, Emily Elms, Christian Bradley-Ritt, Heather Hall, 
Charlie Branfoot, Evie Short, Isobel Pope and Esme Teasdale 

 

https://ardingly.myschoolportal.co.uk/event/333965
https://ardingly.myschoolportal.co.uk/event/343198
mailto:denise.reed@ardingly.com
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/book/n/now-or-never-a-dunkirk-story/
mailto:denise.reed@ardingly.com
mailto:robyn.lee@ardingly.com

