
 

 

 

Headmaster’s Letter 
 
 
K  "I hope we get to work together." 

B  "Yes, we are working together now." 

K  "No. When we are older. I hope we get to build this together. 

That would be awesome." 

B  "Yeh, that would be cool!" 

When you read a script like this you might be forgiven for 

thinking you’re on a John Lewis advert. But no. This was a 

genuine classroom conversation between two pupils noted by a 

very happy teacher in Year 4 on Thursday morning. The 

ingenious pupils were busy working together on some project in 

class and dialogue like this warms my heart.  

Closely following A J Juliani’s words that proudly fill the space in 

Prep reception, we do endeavour to help our pupils learn how to 

prepare themselves for anything; giving our pupils exciting 

experiences to learn from is surely what that’s all about. When 

Apollo5 landed at Ardingly Prep yesterday morning, we didn’t 

know what to think. Years 3, 4 and 5 were told their day would 

be spent singing with an International troop of singers. The day 

was quite spectacular, a stunning opportunity, great fun and 

culminating in a wonderful concert. Experiences like this stay 

with both the audience and performers for a long time and 

certainly shape their lives click 

Guiding at an Open Morning can be daunting and yet our 

magnificent Yr 8 pupils showed their true colours this morning 

and I am so proud and appreciative of each and every one of 

them. Thank you.  

There’s a whole lot of excitement and adventure awaiting Year 7 

as they wait eagerly and with slight trepidation for their trip to 

France leaving on Sunday. We know they will be busy and 

challenged, yet can expect to return having cemented their 

thoughts about the value of collaboration, and being placed out 

of their comfort zones. Whether it’s learning in French or English, 

I can guarantee they will work together.  

 

The Week Ahead 
 

Week 7 
 
Sunday 13 October   
    Year 7 French Trip departs   

XC: East Court event: U13 & U11  
Monday 14 October   
    Duty Form - 8P   
  18:30  Informal Concert, Recital Room   
Tuesday 15 October   
  11:00 - 13:00  Development Committee   
  18:00 - 18:30  Year 8 Parents' Information Evening (Studio)   
Wednesday 16 October   
  13:25  House Meetings   
  14:30  

14:30  
14:30  
14:30 
14:30  

H: v Bede's: 1st, 3rd, 5th, U11A, U11C (h)   
F: v Cumnor House: 1st, 3rd, U11A, U11C (h); 2nd, 
4th, U11B, U11D (a)   
F: U9 6s @ Seaford  
H: v Cumnor House: U11B, U11D (a)  

Thursday 17 October   
    
Friday 18 October    

  09:00  Year 4 Parents' Coffee with the Headmaster    

  10:00 - 15:30  
14:00  

H: U11 IAPS Tournament @ Eastbourne College 
(a)   
F: IAPS @ Westbourne House: U11  

 

  15:00  House Drama competition (Under)    

  16:00  No Prep School Chapel - Form Period & Kit Check    

  16:30  No clubs or swim squad tonight    

  16:40  
18:00  

Half Term begins   
Year 7 French Trip returns  

 

 
Sports Fixtures are available on the sports 

website www.ardinglysport.com 

 

Parent Notices 
 

Yr 8 Parents Information Evening  
Tuesday 15th October (Drama Studio) 

 
Yr 8 Parents are invited to attend the Yr 8 
Curriculum/Information Meeting in the Drama Studio on 
Tuesday 15th October at 18:00 
 

Revision Packs for Years 6, 7 and 8 
 

Tonight Yr 7 Pupils will be bringing home a Revision Pack in 
preparation for the Michaelmas Assessments that will take place 
in week 9 (This is due to them being absent from school next 
week due to the French Trip). Yr 6 and Yr 8 pupils will receive 
their Revision Packs next week. 
 

Sailing Club 
 
Sailing Club has now finished for this term. 
 
 
 
 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=apollo5+youtube&view=detail&mid=4D05199919287ACDF40D4D05199919287ACDF40D&FORM=VIRE
http://www.ardinglysport.com/


 

 
 
 

Year 5 Book Challenge 
 

The Boy at the Back of the Class by Onjali Q Raúf. 
Inspired by Cranleigh’s Awesome Book Awards for Year 6, Mrs     
Morley-Smith will be running Ardingly’s own version for Year 
5.  ‘The Boy at the Back of the Class’ was chosen for Young City 
reads in March and we will be using these resources to help us.  
We will be using the text as a giant Year 5 book group and every  
child in Year 5 will be given a copy of ‘The Boy at the Back of the 
Class’ by the library. These will be given out next week.                    
 
Their optional task is to read a set number of chapters each week 
and complete the given challenges that Mrs Morley-Smith will 
hand out in a Monday assembly. There will be pluses for all who 
take part and a weekly prize for the best entry. 
  
Mrs Morley-Smith will also organise a weekly break time where 
the children can choose to sit and have a chat about the book.  
We hope that this set of challenges will inspire your children to 
read a novel full of current issues and delve deeper into the 
literary world. It will also be a great way to develop their 
comprehension skills. Hopefully it will also be fun!  

 
Drama News 

 
We Will Rock You 

 

Date for the Diary: The FULL cast and crew have their first DRESS 

Rehearsal at School on SUNDAY 19TH JANUARY 09:00-15.30                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

(Note this date has changed from the Sat 18th) THIS WILL TAKE 

PLACE IN THE UNDER and ALL CAST must attend.  

 

TICKETS - Tickets for the show will go on sale from 1st November 

from the Chequer Mead Theatre.  Either call the theatre on Tel: 

01342 302000, or visit the website www.chequermead.org.uk 

 

We have 3 performances on Thursday 6th February (19:00), 

Friday 8th February (19:00) and Saturday 9th February (14.30). 

Please spread the word and invite all the family and friends to 

support us.  

 

Sleeping Beauty – Year 5 and 6 Shows 

 

PLEASE NOTE – DUE TO UNFORSEEN CIRCUMSTANCES THERE 

HAS BEEN A CHANGE OF TIMES to the year 5 and 6 shows.  

These are DIFFERENT to the calendar, so please take note of the 

new times. (For those in Year 6 – please look at your child’s 

timetable to know which group they are in). 

Monday 2nd December  

16:00  Year 6 (Group 2) 

17:00  Year 6 (Group 3)  

Tuesday 3rd December  

16:00  Year 5S  

17:00  Year 5P  

Thursday 5th December   

16:00  Year 5C  

17:00  Year 6 (Group 1) 

Vocab Express Competition 

Ardingly Prep is signed up for the Vocab Express League of 

Champions which runs from 08:00 9th October to 15:00 15th 

October. All pupils have their own individual logins, the 

passwords are all ‘ardingly’ and, if asked for it on a new device, 

the School Code is UKARDI. If any child has a problem with 

his/her username, please contact his/her French/Spanish 

teacher. Our top 25 pupils will be certified as ‘Genius’. Please fly 

the flag for Ardingly as we have a strong record in this global 

competition!                               

                       Charity News  

#FoodBankFriday starts after Half Term. 

Children simply bring food to the kiss and 

drop collection point on a Friday morning 

We have started a Charity Initiative, where our larger College 

events will support one organisation for 2 years. This is in the 

hope that we can make a significant contribution to the cause. 

We have decided to support a Sussex-based charity, Chestnut 

Tree House. Moving forward a Charity Committee, made up of 

Prep and Senior School students, will vote for the selected 

organisation. We still encourage pupils to organise their own 

fundraisers if they have a Charity which is close to their heart.  

There are 2 events planned for this year:  

Bag It and Give: Next week a Chestnut Tree Bag will come home 

with a leaflet asking for donations such as clothes, shoes, 

bric’a’brac etc. From Wednesday 6th of November to Friday 8th 

of November, Senior School Students and I will be on hand at 

Kiss and Drop to take the bags from you. 

Reindeer Run: Sunday 8th December at 10:30  
A fun ‘run’ (or morning stroll!) through the College Campus, 
antlers and noses provided, where you can opt to be pelted with 
‘snow’ balls, or go through the snow machine – or not! Start with 
a jazzercize warm up and finish with Hot Chocolate and a 
doughnut/mince pie.  
£8 entry, £25 for a family of 4 – EventBrite link will be issued after 

half term. OPEN TO ALL – please bring along family and friends. 

Many thanks for your support and contributions.  

 

http://www.chequermead.org.uk/

