
 

 

January 2021 return-to-school 

FAQs for staff and parents 

31st December 2020, subsequent to DfE announcement on 30.12.20 

 

What are the government changes from last term? 

The government has made two policy changes relating to schools in response to the current Covid 

situation in the UK. 

1. On-site testing of asymptomatic pupils and staff in secondary schools. 

2. Phased return to enable schools to prepare for and deliver on-site testing. 

 

When will my child start school this term? 

Term starts on Tuesday 5th January. 

• On-site school from Tuesday 5th January for Nursery to Year 6 and children of critical workers*. 

• Remote lessons from Tuesday 5th January for Years 7 to Upper Sixth. 

• On-site school from Monday 11th January for Fifth and Upper Sixth. 

• On-site school to be confirmed for Year 7&8, Shell, Remove and Lower 6th; either phased w/c 

11th January or from Monday 18th January. 

• Special arrangements have been made for boarders flying in from abroad, depending on the 

country they are travelling from and requirements for test-and-release. 

DfE has announced a contingency review date of 18th January, at which point the local conditions will 

determine the roll-out of this plan.  The above is therefore a best-case scenario; if local cases and 

hospitalisations stabilise or decrease, we can expect to be able to continue as above, but if they 

increase then we may be subject to further contingency restrictions. 

*Critical workers: please contact your Head of School if you wish your child to be considered under this category.  

The College will require evidence of both parents in an approved Covid-critical sector employment. 

 

What antigen tests are Ardingly using? 

• Samba II PCR machine – the gold-standard antigen testing machine, produces a result of an 

individual test in c.90 minutes with very high specificity and sensitivity.  The College uses the 



PCR machine on-site for testing of symptomatic cases and to confirm positive LFA tests for 

boarders. 

• Mediport Lateral Flow Antigen (LFA) test – phase 2 PHE trials showed 99% specificity and 96% 

sensitivity when conducted by trained staff.  The College has taken delivery of 1,500 Mediport 

LFA tests to carry out pre-term testing from Monday 4th January. 

• DfE has undertaken to deliver authorised LFA tests to schools in w/c 4th January.  We are 

reassured of the rigour of the authorisation process for these tests, although until they arrive 

we do not know how many or what type of LFA they will be. 

 

Where and how will tests be conducted? 

All in-school tests will be carried out by trained staff working in the Health & Wellbeing Centre.  Trials 

have shown that the accuracy of LFA testing is significantly enhanced when tests are conducted 

correctly by trained practitioners.  We have therefore decided not to ask parents to test their children 

at home, and certainly not to ask children to swab themselves. 

The Chapel will be used as a temporary test-centre due to its size, accessibility and flow-through. 

 

Who will be tested? 

All pupils will have one LFA test before they are due to start on-site school.  Although the government 

guidance for schools only requires this for children aged 11+, it is clear that providing an LFA screening 

test for all pupils will contribute to reducing transmission in school. 

• Pupils in Nursery to Year 6 will be tested on Monday 4th January.  Test times will be circulated 

and one parent will be asked to accompany their child for the test. 

• Staff in close contact with pupils will also be tested on Monday 4th January. 

• Pupils in 5th and Upper Sixth (exam years) will be tested on Sunday 10th (Boarders) and 

Monday 11th (Day). 

• Pupils in Years 7&8, Shell, Remove and Lower 6th will be tested w/c 11th January – dates and 

times tbc. 

 

In the event of a positive case in school, from now on pupil and staff in a close contact group will be 

able to remain in school instead of having to isolate for 10 days, subject to providing a negative LFA 

test result for 7 consecutive school days.  As long as the relevant consent has been given, pupils will be 

tested in-school. 

 

How do I give consent for my child to have an LFA test? 

For reasons of school community and public health protection, we are strongly advising and asking 

every parent to consent for their children to have an LFA test in school.   

Please use the link below to confirm your consent via the parent portal.  A separate consent is 

required for each child and is also separate from the consent given previously for the PCR test. 

https://ardingly.myschoolportal.co.uk/login#/formGroup 

https://ardingly.myschoolportal.co.uk/login#/formGroup


If you have a strong objection to your child having an LFA test at school, please will you contact me or 

the relevant Head of School to discuss.  Ultimately it is your consent to give or withhold on your child’s 

behalf, but in the circumstances we believe it is reasonable to expect every parent to give their 

consent as part of our efforts to provide the best protection we can for the College community. 

The deadline for completion of consents is this Sunday 3rd January.  We realise that this is short notice 

but hope the urgency of collecting these consents is understood. 

 

Will in-school testing be charged? 

The College will pass on at cost a charge for tests that we have paid for at commercial rates: PCR test 

at £65 per test and LFA at £10 per test.   As and when the DfE LFA tests arrive in sufficient quantity, we 

will be able to conduct LFA tests at school without charge.  Parents will be notified in all cases if their 

child is having a test. 

 

Does my child have to return to school? 

In cases where children are unable to return to school – for example due to travel restrictions or 

having a clinical condition which renders them or one of their household particularly vulnerable to 

Covid – we ask that parents make the necessary requests and arrangements with the relevant contact 

staff at school ie HoMMs, Form Tutors or Heads of Year.  All other children are expected to return to 

on-site school according to the phased return schedule. 

 

Will remote learning be provided if my child can’t be in school? 

Access to online learning will be provided for all absent students until further notice via live Teams 

lessons for Years 7 – 13 or as best as can reasonably be provided for younger years. 

 

When will College buses resume? 

The buses will not run w/c 4th January as a temporary mitigation to prevent transmission.  Bus routes 

will resume w/c 11th January unless otherwise notified.  Pupils will need to have supplied a negative 

LFA test to travel on school buses. 

 

Will in-school temperature testing continue? 

No.  The new requirements for schools to conduct LFA tests mean that we are now asking parents to 

temperature-test their children before coming to school each morning.  If your child has a 

temperature above 37.8 please keep them at home and contact the Medical Centre to arrange a test.  

 

Will academic assessments continue this term? 

Upper 6th BTEC and IGCSE Maths exams are scheduled for early January and we are putting in place 

arrangements to run these in school. 



Upper 6th IB mocks, Shell Science and other internal assessments will be re-scheduled to appropriate 

weeks. 

In the context of continuing anxiety among pupils and staff about the virus, we are seeking to present 

all internal assessments as low-stakes tests.  There is of course a balance to be struck between 

maintaining a sense of purpose and progress in children’s learning on the one hand and overloading 

them with stress at a time of considerable collective and individual anxiety.  We hope to tread a line 

that achieves the former and avoids the latter, and appreciate feedback on whether we are striking 

the right balance in this respect. 

 

Are there any other changes from last term? 

Not yet.  In respects of mask-wearing, cleaning regimes and restrictions on non-academic activities, 

this term will start as last term ended.  Based on the continuing evidence of Covid presenting a very 

low health risk for school-age children, our initial priority is to get children back on-site as soon as 

permitted, and then to evaluate opportunities to open-up on a week-by-week basis.  

 

 

 

Ben Figgis, 

College Head, 31st December 2021 


