
Dear Staff and Parents, 
  
With the timing of six unexpected guests arriving for Christmas dinner, the DfE has this week announced two new 
initiatives for the start of next term.  First, in-school testing using LFA - lateral-flow antigen tests - (announced on Tuesday), 
followed by a phased return of year groups (announced yesterday).  If you have been following this particular episode of 
the DfE’s leadership of schools during the pandemic, I hope you will join me in letting out a collective cry of exasperation 
before we get down to the business of working out how we run the start of term. 
  
We will send details during the week commencing 28 December when everything is clearer, but here is what we know so 
far: 
  
Phased Return: 

• Overseas boarders and Years 11 and 13 will return to school as scheduled 
• Nursery, Pre-Prep, and Prep Years 3-6 will also return as scheduled 
• We will confirm details for the return of Day pupils and UK boarders in Years 7, 8, 9, 10, and 12 during the week 

commencing 28 December 

 Testing: 

• The DfE are asking for staff and pupils in Year 7 and above to be tested on an LFA kit.  The logistics of this are 
challenging, and in reality, schools are unlikely to achieve the DfE’s ambitious scale of testing 

• We have ordered 1,500 LFA tests, in addition to the PCR testing machine that we already have on-site, to give us 
a backup supply in case the promised government deliveries fail to arrive 

• We are not planning mass/whole school testing but will create and communicate an in-school testing schedule 
that gets the College as close as possible to the DfE’s requirements and serves the twin purposes of reducing 
transmission and keeping children in school 

We will post regular updates on the Coronavirus section of the College website, for those of you who are understandably 
losing track of our e-mails on this topic. 
  
DfE Guidance on Testing in Schools, 15 December: 
Coronavirus Asymptomatic Testing in Schools and Colleges 
  
DfE Guidance on Phased Return, 17 December: 
Schools and Childcare Settings - Return in January 2021 
  
The Management Team will hold a further planning meeting on Monday 21 December and I will send a further e-mail 
update during the week commencing 28 December. 
  
Meanwhile, I wish you a safe and COVID-free Christmas. 
  
Best wishes, 
  
Ben Figgis 
Head of College, Ardingly College 
@ArdinglyHead 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-asymptomatic-testing-in-schools-and-colleges?utm_source=16%20December%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/schools-and-childcare-settings-return-in-january-2021?utm_source=17%20December%202020%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


  


