VALETE

Steve Allen 

Steve Allen leaves Ardingly at the end of this academic year after two years as Head of Science and Physics and, for the last eight years, Director of Studies.  When Steve took over as Director of Studies, he quickly made his mark on the College, with a determined insistence on good standards, both for the pupils and for members of staff.  

During my four years as Headmaster, Steve has had a number of major challenges to master and grapple with including timetable changes, the introduction of rigorous appraisals, inspections and so on and so forth.  He has been able to manage all these extraordinarily difficult tasks with real tact and sensitivity.  He will be remembered very fondly by those he had the pleasure of being associated with, whether it be his tutees, his Physics students (Steve’s Physics results are second to none), parents, members of staff, and so on.  Many generations of parents are rightfully grateful for his care of their sons and daughters.  

As a Director of Studies you can be on the sharp end of some very difficult moments indeed, and Steve has been able to manage these situations with the boys’ and girls’ best interests always at heart.  Indeed, the care of the students in his charge, and their welfare on all levels, whether spiritual, of course academic, sporting or social, has always been paramount to him, and he has gained the affection and trust of all those around him for the great energy and tireless devotion he has brought to all aspects of life at Ardingly in his role as Director of Studies.  

Steve has great integrity and strong opinions, and he has contributed greatly to our Strategic Plan, together with other members of the Leadership Team.  I always value his insights and his willingness to challenge the Headmaster when the Headmaster is on a particular mission.  Steve is always good company, and he has been, and will remain, a good friend to many:  his common sense, everyday pragmatism and sense of humour will be missed by all those who know him.  His teaching of Physics was always done with great enthusiasm and success, and Steve has that uncanny knack of making Physics come alive for his students:  it is a tribute to his energy and determination.  The academic profile of Ardingly, as a whole, has risen sharply during his stewardship and this is the best testament to his ability as Ardingly’s Director of Studies.

Steve will be much missed (even his ties and socks – perhaps not!), but he and Claudine leave with our prayers and best wishes in taking up the Headmastership of Shrewsbury International School, Bangkok.  

Peter Green



Richard Bool

Richard joined Ardingly College at the end of April 2008 to become the new Deputy Headmaster.  Cool, calm, highly competent, firm but fair, conscientious but, above all, truly professional are all qualities which colleagues, parents and pupils will, and do, attribute to Richard.  He brought a wealth of knowledge and experience of how other schools and colleges work, and his input has been invaluable.  He has been an unfailingly loyal and supportive deputy to me.

I tasked Richard with the long overdue reforms of the timetable, performance development reviews, Ofsted preparation and so on and so forth, and he soon made his mark.  Many of these changes, of course, are generally viewed by conservative college communities as controversial initiatives, but Richard’s meticulous approach, and his ability to discuss and involve all members of the Common Room, have meant that the changes implemented have been both welcome and also made with little fuss.  One of Richard’s roles is, of course, to focus his attention on the discipline of the School, and his efforts have been key in ensuring greater fairness and consistency in pastoral care.  The role of Deputy at Ardingly – as in any school – is often taken up with the investigation of incidents and with the maintenance of good discipline.  Of course, the role goes much further than this:  it can be extremely time-consuming and often ends in hard decisions, causing both a searching of heart and mind.  Richard’s advice to me on those rare, but difficult, occasions has been invaluable.  The Housemasters and Housemistresses too have reason to be grateful for his constant support in their role of helping the boys and girls settle and thrive in the boarding and day Houses:  he is generous in his help and support of both them and me.  

Richard has been closely involved in the Strategic Planning, together with other members of the Leadership Group.  He is at the heart of all our debates and has much to contribute about all areas of life at Ardingly College.  He has also thrown himself into the wider life of the College community, with coaching girls’ netball, gaining his half colours in Rounders – a sport dear to his heart and in which he is hoping his new school, Lingfield Notre Dame, will become national champions.  He has been known to referee some of our rugby matches; during the Michaelmas Term he is a constant presence on the soccer field, and in summer a cricket aficionado.

Richard has enormous energy and enthusiasm, and is interested in all areas of school life, and he will be much missed.  When he contacted me prior to interview, he asked me whether or not Ardingly was a good school from which to move on to headship.  I informed him that, of course, this was the case:  little did I know that he would move on to his first headship in such a short space of time.  Ardingly’s popularity can be summed up in the number of applications received for Richard’s post – at the last count over 110; when we appointed Richard to this post it was forty-nine.  This is a true testament and indication of the esteem in which Ardingly is held currently within the independent sector:  Richard has played no small part in raising our profile and ensuring that Ardingly now offers a first-class educational experience for our boys and girls.  

Richard and his family, Kirstin, Cerys, Naomi and Eleanor, leave with our prayers and best wishes to take up the Headmastership of Lingfield Notre Dame.  

Peter Green



Arabella Crook

In her all too fleeting time at Ardingly College, Arabella Crook demonstrated all the qualities of a professional and dedicated teacher.  Arriving in September 2009 from the all boys Tonbridge School, she quickly became an indispensible member of the Mathematics department and loved teaching our boys and girls.  Always ready to help both students and staff, her cheerful and friendly approach endeared her to all of us.  Whether accelerating our strongest students with extra timetabled lessons or supporting her lovely sixth form tutees with their UCAS statements, she was determined to make us all achieve our very best.  She was always willing to give additional assistance to any student to ensure that they came away with a good understanding of the topics taught.  As the mathematics department gained more technology, she helped us learn how to use our interactive ‘sympodium’, and left many resources for the future.  

Outside the classroom, she was initially attached to Hilton House then Woodard as a tutor: Mr Shaw commented on how invaluable she was in House, and joked that the Upper Sixth would be queuing up for her to help with homework as she moved to Woodard.  Most Tuesday afternoons, she would be found around the reservoir – like her husband, she was happy and skilled on the water, taking the students on racing fixtures during weekends.  

With all her enthusiasm and willingness to be involved in all aspects of Ardingly, it was no surprise that Caterham School snapped her up so quickly to be their second in department.  She left us at Christmas 2010 and, within days, all of us missed her around the college.  We wish her all the very best for the future.  

Sara Pugh


 Luiz Camargo De Miranda 

Luiz Camargo De Miranda joined the Chemistry department this year having spent last year in his native Brazil consulting on projects for the recovery of deforested areas of the Atlantic rain forest.  Despite his relatively short stay with us, he has had a huge impact in the department, frequently challenging his students and colleagues to think a little more deeply about the environmental aspects of industrial processes we take for granted, as well as teaching the underlying Chemical ideas.  He has been a very positive and enthusiastic teacher who has always expected the very highest standards from the students in his classes.

Luiz has also played a huge role in school life outside of the classroom.  A valuable tutor in Rhodes, he has helped out with duties in the House and amazed the boys early in the year by comfortably defeating Mr Winter at a House Chess tournament, a feat many, including the staff, thought impossible! 

He has also taken two sports teams, the mighty U14C Football team – taking them to fixtures throughout the winter term – and Hockey, both with great successes through the term, although the students may well not have shared his devotion to fitness that saw him send his charges on repeated Steepo runs to improve their cardio-vascular performance during training sessions.

Luiz’s Monday afternoon activities have proved more popular, firstly his self defence classes for the Sixth Form girls, which seems to have been mainly focused around him beating up Ms Burns, and then showing the girls how to avoid getting such bruises, a valuable cause for which I am sure Ms Burns gladly sacrificed herself.  He has also set up a volleyball team and I am sure this will continue to grow despite his absence next year.  

Luiz has been an exceptionally proactive member of staff during his time here and I am sure he will go on to even greater things than the U14Cs! His enthusiasm and hard work will be sorely missed, both in and particularly outside the classroom.  We wish him good luck for next year.

Richard Crook



Susannah Douglas 

Susannah joined the art department in September 2010 and made a positive impact on all the students and groups she worked with.  Her experience as a practicing artist made her a knowledgeable and skilled member of the team, allowing her to advise all pupils of pertinent contemporary artists they should investigate in connection to their art projects.  She also ran a very popular Monday activity oil painting session where portraits of both the individuals attending and the Queen were completed to great effect.  Her technical painting ability is unsurpassed and she brought this skill, fresh enthusiasm and involvement to the department with great results.

Susannah completed a Masters in Fine Art at Wimbledon prior to starting her teaching post at Ardingly and seamlessly juggled the start of her role as art teacher with her final exhibition in London.  She travelled down from her home in South East London to work and, on her days away from school, worked in her studio on her beautiful, accomplished paintings and pencil drawings.  She had also previously worked as an Artist in Residence at St George’s School, Ascot, which aided her involvement as a tutor in Toynbee House whilst at Ardingly, developing positive, supportive relationships with the girls she worked with.

Susannah made a wholehearted commitment to her work as a teacher at Ardingly from the outset, developing exciting and thorough schemes of work for her groups that will ultimately support their progress through their art education.  She has a natural authority and keeps calm and cheerful under all circumstances.  It is with great regret that we see her leave the department as she has been a truly supportive, capable colleague.  She has run life drawing sessions and evening schools, and shown a genuine willingness to participate in all aspects of life at Ardingly.  We wish her all the very best in the future endeavours she encounters and hope she will return to us in years to come.  

Claire Grover

Ray King

Ray joined Ardingly College in September 1991 after working for Saudi Aramco Oil Company for 7 years and deciding to leave ‘when Saddam decided to throw some SCUD missiles’ his way!’ As soon as he arrived he quickly rose through the ranks of the Modern Languages department becoming Acting Head of the Department for one year in 1992.  Having enjoyed the experience he had to wait another eleven years before returning to the Head of Department position, this time for the busy ESL department.  During those intervening years Ray decided to try the pastoral route, first as Assistant Housemaster of Mertens (1993 – 1995) and then taking on the role of Housemaster for Rhodes House from 1995 until the Day/Boarder split in 2003.  As his Assistant, I quickly managed to understand how Ray worked and took careful notice of when the moustache was on, off or even a full beard as these were useful signs of mood and temperament.  Unfortunately not all of the boys were as astute, and some came under his fire.  I suppose the pinnacle of his achievement as a Housemaster came over a stolen laptop.  To this day I do not know how he found it as it had been buried in the ground down by the swimming pool.  Keeping his love of all things Rhodes, Ray joined the new Rhodes day House where he took on the highly responsible role of letting the boys know what was happening every day by reading out the bulletin.  This was always done with some embellishments and when asked if there was anything else he would like to say it was always one of two things: Cricket or Norwich football club.  

A keen sportsman, he managed many a football team but it was Cricket where he thrived.  He became Master in charge of Cricket from 1991 – 5 and 2003 – 10.  I was lucky enough accompany him to many cricket festivals and the way he handled the team showed that he had an instant rapport with all of them and had gained their respect which, in those days, was no mean feat.  I particularly remember an incident when we were in South Africa; unfortunately our plane broke down just before we were due to board, so we had to be put up overnight before a seven am start the following morning.  As we arrived, at midnight, one of the boys sidled up to him and whispered ‘Sir, I think I’ve lost my passport.’ Ray, who by this time had a high temperature and was really not very well, insisted that it was he that would leave at six am and it would be he that managed the situation.  Another mystery unfolded as, not only did he manage to get the boy on the plane; he also managed to sweet-talk the grumpy man at Heathrow - and yes, all that without ever finding his passport.  

Ray’s family were also involved with Ardingly; his wife Annick taught in the College, and both his daughters Claire and Lisa were educated here.

When asked what the low point was, he sagely remarked: ‘Sitting opposite one of the previous governors in the dining hall, having been here 15 years, and being asked: “And who are you?” 

His retirement plans are simple: ‘Write my memoirs in my dotage and a play about a minor public school in Sussex.’ 

I would like to end with what the boys from Rhodes say about him: ‘Mr King knows the House like the back of his hand, and has been a familiar face to Rhodes boys for years and years.  His reading of the bulletin every morning and his unwavering ability to bring up cricket every call-over, regardless of season, has been a fine start of the day for years! It'll be a hard task for the next ‘reader’ to fill his shoes.  He'll be fondly remembered as his wit and repartee will be missed by students and Common Room alike.’

Jonathan Caldicot


Andrew Levenger

Mathematics teacher, Head of Hockey, Cricket coach, fast bowler and, most importantly, Assistant Housemaster of Hilton House, Andrew Levenger has been a hard act to follow since leaving for Repton Dubai in December 2010.  In his time at Ardingly he had an impact on the lives of many boys and girls across the year groups, and all recall him with a smile.  This is perhaps the essence of Andrew – his laid back humour that made spending time with him great fun, but at the same time the pupils managed to progress in Maths, Hockey and socially in Hilton.  

Andrew made progress too...  he married the lovely Kylie, grew longer sideburns, ran the staff bar and left for Dubai to run a huge boarding House with a wealth of experience under his belt, and he is sure to make a real success of his time there.  

Andrew’s eccentricities and quirks have been well documented.  His awful taste in music, his singing of Don MacLean’s American Pie (“Chevy to the Levy...”!), his weak constitution (most notably when in the Gambia), his choreography of Hilton’s House singing performances and comedic shouts of support for his Hockey teams from the touchline (“my granny runs faster than that....”) will live long in the memories of many.  There are plenty of pupils, however, who will also remember him as a fine Maths teacher who always found a way of making the subject accessible to them.  Similarly, he has been greatly missed in Hilton since his departure.  The boys went to great lengths to ensure that Andrew was given the right send off, which is always a sign of true respect.  

One afternoon shortly before Andrew left, I found the boys trying to find examples of when he had lost his temper during his time as Assistant Housemaster.  Between them they could only find one such example, such is Andrew’s nature (they also conceded that it was truly justified, incidentally!).  It was this cool and gentle approach that endeared him to the boys and an approach that is much needed in a boarding House of sixty.  

Another of Andrew’s talents was his cricket.  As a fast bowler he underpinned the staff team for a generation and was both feared and respected by the First XI.  It is fitting that he donated an engraved shield, mounted on the wall of the Common Room, giving the result and man of the match for the Staff v Pupils annual cricket match.  As a coach, he typically brought a huge amount of fun to the lives of the Third XI cricketers, who developed a clear identity under him along with a great love for the game, and played some pretty decent cricket too! 

It is not just the pupils who have missed him.  Andrew was the heart and soul of the Common Room during his time at Ardingly and both he and Kylie have been greatly missed by friends and colleagues on the Staff.  

Jon Shaw, Andrew’s Housemaster in Hilton for a long period, wrote: “I could not have asked for a better Assistant Housemaster”.  Enough said.  

Tom Caston



Rocio Moral

Rocio brings to an end this summer a stint that has seen her complete five outstanding years at Ardingly College.  Already an experienced teacher in the independent sector, having worked at Bedford School and The Leys in Cambridge, Rocio has brought to the job expertise, energy and, above all, an indefatigable desire to do the best for all her students.  Her twilight teaching will go down in folklore, as she put on clinics for her examination classes and always expected the highest of standards from her pupils, just as she demanded them of herself.  With this dedication came very pleasing results and Ardinians over the years can be thankful to Rocio for her support in raising the bar and helping them over the finishing line in the lead-up to public examinations.

Rocio understood also that languages are not just for learning in the classroom, and she has always been a colleague who is willing to organise trips, be they big or small.  For big, think El Puerto de Santa Maria, a trip that took fifty students to Andalusia in February 2009 for a thoroughly enjoyable study tour which also included the delights of Seville and Cádiz, not forgetting beach football on soft sand, which defeated some of the 2nd XI footballers! In addition, she helped to run Language Olympiads at Great Walstead and Lewes Old Grammar School, as well as running a trip to an amusing version of Robinson Crusoe in Spanish at The Hawth Theatre, Crawley.

In the classroom, Rocio was able to use her MA to good effect, inculcating pupils with the love of writers such as Lorca.  She was not just a grammarian; she had an extensive knowledge of some of the lesser known works relating to the Spanish Civil War, and I remember her offering me some excellent help and suggestions, as I studied for A2 Spanish myself, just before joining Ardingly in 2008.

Rocio will also be remembered for her work as a Tutor, first in Crosse and more recently as Resident Assistant Housemistress in Toynbee.  She carried out all of these duties with her customary conscientiousness and was always extremely generous with her time when dealing with parents of tutees, some of whom lived on the other side of the world.

This year saw Rocio take on the planning and execution of Badminton fixtures and she continued to oversee the development of some fine young players who had been earmarked for glory by her predecessor in the job, Harold Hyde! She leaves Ardingly with the sport in fine fettle and I am sure that the players are very grateful for her encouragement and devotion to duty.

It is perhaps for her role as Acting Head of Spanish this year that I have most to thank Rocio.  She showed herself to be a loyal and supportive colleague.  By her own admission, this period taught Rocio much about herself as a person and a professional, and I am sure that she will draw on this experience later in life.

I speak for the department as a whole when I say that Rocio will be sorely missed, but we wish her and her husband Alex every happiness in their new life together in Bedfordshire.

Mark Watson



Lidia Phillips

Lidia and I are exact contemporaries in Ardingly terms, as we both arrived in 1993.  I seem to recall some mishap with the previous Spanish teacher, and I was asked to find another one quickly.  The fact that she, Annie and Ray are still in the Department eighteen years later speaks volumes about their loyalty and dedication.  When I think of Lidia it is precisely that spirit of positive co-operation and cheerfulness that marks her out, and which has been the veritable gel binding the department together through all the developments over the years.  Her timetable has been fluid throughout that long time; she has been both a classroom teacher of large sets and THE Spanish oral teacher with (if my memory serves me correctly) up to twenty oral lessons per week.  The important thing to stress is that she always accommodated our requests, which changed year on year, and she only did this because (as she used to say to me) she loves this school: not an easy thing to do whilst managing a young family.  Even more importantly, however, she embodied all things Spanish, and her pupils found in her the authentic voice (and dance steps) of Spain.  Those dark eyes would flash, the ear-rings tinkle, and no one could be more persuasive in dragging a reluctant partner onto the dance floor.  You see, Spanish is FUN, and Lidia is sunshine in a bottle.  

She helped Susie Elliman to run the May Ball and so enjoyed it that from then on she remained a major organiser.  Until recently she ran the Talent Show with Dan Davies in Michaelmas term for five years.  This was always a grand event; most years, there were about fifteen members of staff participating, although some did so fairly reluctantly! Among the many wonderful memories was Mike Carslaw and Kathryn Bell, performing Big Spender,  and the sight of Steve Allen dressed in pyjamas singing Adieu, Goodbye from The Sound of Music will live on in the history of the school! Lidia’s infectious enthusiasm and talent for getting people involved lifted the event, raising the quality of the performance.  The Talent Show went on to feature many great moments, including one student’s unforgettable belly dancing routine and many staff numbers such as “The Y Factor” and “Howard Potter and the Golden Pelican”.

She ably supported Susie Elliman for her ten years as Head of Department, taking part in the Shell & Remove Spanish trips to Lloret de Mar, and she was the prime mover in setting up the Sixth Form study trip to Salamanca.  Small wonder that the Spanish Department took on a life of its own and expanded hugely.  At its peak we were running three good-sized sets in the three years to GCSE and significant A level and IB strands in the Sixth Form.  This expansion is one of the things I was most proud of during my time at Ardingly.  Oral lessons are a special feature of Ardingly in that we used adults such as Lidia rather than ‘assistants’, i.e.  students, and I would frequently find Lidia giving last minute hints and active support to nervous Sixth Formers well beyond what her job specification required.  Do not be fooled by the slight air of scattiness of this human whirlwind; Lidia always made time for her pupils and their results are testimony to her care and expertise.

As a colleague, Lidia was priceless.  The Department used to be based in East Quad, and I would frequently hear gales of laughter from the top corridor.  When Tony Woolstone gave me feedback after our first inspection in 1996 he said that that sort of atmosphere was impossible to fake and, if I can call this an educational party, then Lidia was its life and soul.  Always at the centre of things, I soon understood how she had become Head Girl at her convent school in Spain (she was once introduced to Franco!) and would not have survived without her wicked sense of humour and downright realism.  Once Susie had departed, Lidia worked closely with Ben Morris who took over as Head of Spanish, and then with Lara.  

Being very Spanish in temperament as well as origin, Lidia took some colleagues by surprise – if they weren’t used to her occasional and frank outbursts! To me, she remains a fun-loving, kind and cheerful person who taught because she loved to impart her knowledge of her mother tongue with flair and enthusiasm; and she could also help colleagues to relax and party away any end of term! I do believe the phrase “work hard, play hard” was made for Lidia! And even if her job specifications said she was a part-time teacher, her presence and impact upon the school was always very much full time… Only once, it was rumoured, did she shrink from meeting school inspectors and took evasive action by hiding in a cupboard – but I feel sure this was mere malicious gossip!

It is often said that no one is indispensible in an organisation, but I think we might make an exception for Lidia.  This girl from Galicia has left an indelible mark at Ardingly and at least we can predict that she and Martin will have the energy and imagination to make the most of their well-deserved retirement.

Harold Hyde and Annie Weston



Charlotte Price

Charlotte joined the Senior School Art Department in September 2009 as a full time member of the teaching team, throwing herself enthusiastically into all aspects of life at the College.  Within the department she initially took on a large Fifth Year GCSE set, half way through their course, and helped them all enormously with resolving and improving their independent bodies of work.  She quickly established positive relationships with all her students, identifying with them as individuals and catering her teaching to suit their talents and interests.  She has consistently presented inspiring, adventurous and individual lessons to her classes and injects her infectious personality into all she teaches.  As an accompanying teacher on the Easter Art Tour to Barcelona in 2010, she added her cheerful presence to the group, ensuring everyone was safe and happy throughout the busy schedule.
Her role as Sixth Form tutor has allowed her to get to know the senior students particularly well, caring for them in House and contributing to such activities as the annual inter-House singing competition and Steepo run.  She works closely with her tutees, helping them every step of the way with complicated UCAS decisions and application procedures.  Her connections with the London Group of Art Colleges, such as Kingston Art College, have added invaluable links to Tutors on the art foundation course that now visit Ardingly to present extremely helpful higher education seminars to all potential art college students.

Charlotte has made many friends amongst the staff whilst at Ardingly.  She has been a huge support to me, and as a new Head of Department I found her positive attitude and boundless energy made life in the Art Department an absolute pleasure.  She has a very strong sense of identity and wonderful sense of humour, and this has made her very popular with all that have got to know her well.  Charlotte has decided to head back toward London in search of new challenges, both artistic and educational, and I would like to take this opportunity to thank her for the indelible mark she has made on the Art Department in the two years she has been here.  She, and her sense of humour, will be sorely missed.  

Claire Grover



Martin Threadgold

Martin came to Ardingly from Marlborough College to teach Business Studies in 1987.  He proved not only to be a great Business Studies teacher but also an awesome teacher of Mathematics, and was promoted to Head of Department in 1991. In addition, he soon made his mark as an Assistant Housemaster in Hilton working with John Pitt.

 In 1997 Martin became the third Housemaster of Woodard Boys and remained so until July 2010. He was an incredibly committed Housemaster and his kitchen in his house in Woodard became the alternative common room for students and staff. He is legendary for his jokes and stories about his time as a young man, when he taught all over the world, and students as well as staff were always drawn to come and have a chat and his door was always open to any student needing help with Maths, Business Studies or Economics.

It is fair to say that Martin’s main passion is sport and football in particular (the Woodard Boys said he was a ‘Championship Manager’ legend). In the early nineties he helped organise a football tour to South America, and in 2004 a tour to Denmark and Sweden, and he continued to coach school football teams until 2009. He was also Master in Charge of Athletics for many years. 

I could tell many a story from my time working with Martin, but this one for some reason sticks out…  The story goes that during the South American Football Tour, Martin decided one evening (after a few drinks) that he would swim home, crossing the Atlantic Ocean to be with his wife, Nettie, who was due to give birth to their first child, Karl…. This demonstrates Martin’s commitment to his family who became very much part of Woodard, always making the boys and girls feel like his home was theirs too, particularly for those living abroad and missing younger siblings. He and his wife, Nettie, raised their three children, Karl, Chloe and Romy here at Ardingly and they were very much part of the Woodard House community whilst Martin was a Housemaster. 
Martin is the kind of schoolmaster you don’t find very often these days, always giving 100% of his time to College life, whether in the classroom, the sports field or in the boarding house.  He and his family have been a fixed point of reference throughout my time at Ardingly, I and many other members of staff will miss him greatly. He is an incredibly talented teacher, a great friend and nothing written above actually does him justice; he is just one of those people whom you can’t help but be drawn to and like unconditionally. 
Some of our students made the following comments when asked who their favourite teacher was in this years’ Upper Sixth Leavers Yearbook: 
“Mr Threadgold: for his amazing novel like stories which he seemed to have told us hundreds of. If I had an A-level on his life, I might just be going to Oxford next year” 
“There are lots of unique experiences and great thoughts in his mind. He is just inspirational!!” 
“Mr T is a Mathematical genius and always has enough time to explain things to us. He will be a loss to Ardingly!” 

“His jokes are legendary (because they are so bad, they are actually funny…); he is a great teacher who puts things into real life context” 
“The Economics, the stories, the jokes have been great, they made my Sixth Form”

“Mr T! Hands down the best teacher I’ve ever had…your lessons were awesome as well as our conversations.”
We wish Martin and his family the very best for the future!
Gesa Paulfeierborn

“Whenever Martin invigilates an examination he usually claims to have done the ninety minute exam in under fifteen minutes and I for one am ready to believe him. Despite this he has achieved wonders with the Business Studies candidates who have often been more interested in Football than academia. He relates to this well and his guidance has resulted in Business Studies often being their best grade by far at A level. Recently, at an OA reunion at the Houses of Parliament, there was a picture of Graham Dawtrey, Mr Turner (a parent then and a current member of the Council) and a young, fit-looking man with black hair. It took me a little while to realise that this was the Martin Threadgold I had first met. Yes he was a very good footballer when he was that little bit fitter than he is now. He has always amazed me with his varied talents, playing guitar for the school performance of Pacific Overtures was one, and showing his knowledge of Japanese another. His father had moved the whole family to Japan in the sixties whilst Martin was still at school. Perhaps this is why he is able to relate so well to overseas students suddenly transplanted to Ardingly”.

Martin Pascoe


Annie Weston 

Annie arrived at Ardingly in September 1989 after twelve years at Holy Trinity in Crawley.

She played a very important role from the beginning as the only French native speaker preparing and conducting all the Oral exams throughout her long 22 year career at this college.

Annie’s approach to her pupils was always gentle and calm; she enjoyed the stimulus provided by the occasional dazzling academic but she was always prepared to spend time and energy with the weaker students and, as long as they worked hard, she was always there for them.

All Annie’s tutees remember her fondly – she always generously devoted time and attention to all of them.  One of these became a famous singer as part of the group G4, Michael Christie.  I have no doubt that Annie encouraged him to follow his dream.

Annie really loves classical music and I remember that every time I went to her study in the old Languages Block in East Wing there would be some soothing music playing.  

We shared many changes in the department including the important move to the new block in Old Hilton three years ago.   I thank Annie for her support and advice in the last eighteen years and wish her all the best in the next phase of her life.  

“Tell me where you are from, and I will tell you who you are”.  I can’t remember who said that, but the first thing to say about Annie is that she comes from Nice, the daughter of a family who served in the French Military in Algeria in the very troubled 1950s.  Many things have surprised me about Annie, but still I find it quite amazing that a lady who is so quintessentially French should speak such faultless English.  There is not the hint of René (‘Allo, ’Allo) in her and I have heard her laying into pupils from the other end of the corridor in faultless Queen’s English with masses of drama added in.  But she still remains Madame Weston and countless generations of Ardinians have received painstaking tuition in the nuances of tone and meaning of that oh so precise language.  The other thing to appreciate is that she stems from an academic and literary family, that she not only has the CAPES, the French equivalent of M.A., but that she is also ‘agrégée’, a PhD to you or me.  Annie’s most brilliant lessons, so her pupils used to tell me, were literature classes, and I well remember her interest in  Maupassant and Gide.  She surprised me in her later years by teaching Le Clézio; I mention this not because of the writer, interesting though he is, but because I discovered that she had type-written, i.e.  word-processed one entire short (not very short!) story one evening (just 7000 odd words!) so that she could photocopy it and teach it the next day.  If you came into her study in East Quad you would find a complete wall of books comprising the classics of French literature and her own very carefully compiled teaching files.  Here we come to the essence of the lady; Annie likes to have everything neatly planned and, looking at her busy life and the Ardinian environment, one could understand the necessity.  When I arrived in 1993 I was interviewed in her study (I believe a dapper young Ray King was also there) and the atmosphere in the College and in the department was turbulent.  I remember Godfrey Armitage saying to me that the school was like an F15 fighter;  take your hands off the controls for a second and the thing would crash.  We went through about three Spanish teachers in my first two years, the courses had to be changed, new A level programmes set up etc.  Annie had the study next to mine and I soon discovered that she could not only cover her teaching but also provide the most admirable close support when the admin became serious.  There were times when I was grappling with exchanges, exams, Common Entrance, orals, coursework moderation, parent consultations all at the same time and I can tell you that I would not have survived without Annie.  The trick was to foresee the pinch points; we would talk about how she could help and I would put out further requests at the departmental meetings.  But it was Annie who was always there and willing to help when the cup overflowed.  I owe her a great debt.  What helped a great deal was the co-operative spirit in the department and the realization that when things got tough we would all muck in.  That sort of thing is priceless.

To complete the picture one should mention the extra-curricular:  Annie was Housemistress of Neal for a period, sadly cut short by severe back trouble, and there is no doubt that she created a great loyalty among her tutees.  She would huff and puff about taking fun tennis, but, boy, could you count on her to be there and do the job!  Have you seen her crochet work? The last activity I saw her take was knitting and I laughed so much when I heard that her aficionados asked her to teach them to knit little cases for their mobiles!! Look at her classroom and you will see the neatest posters, everything spick and span and some green plants to round things off.  Annie is a professional down to her cotton socks, an absolute stalwart and just so FRENCH!!  She is thrilled with her grandson, newly arrived, and we wish her and Bob the happiest of retirements.

Lidia Philips and Harold Hyde



Jean Walshe

When Jean, with her husband Michael and daughter Carrie, arrived at Ardingly in January 1995 to take over as Sister in Charge of the Sanatorium (now the medical centre), the number of off-games slips and excuses for not swimming dropped dramatically.  Over the years, she has cared for hundreds of poorly, homesick and lovesick children (and staff).  She had an amazing memory and eye for detail – nothing slipped by her.

After a number of years running the Medical Centre, and feeling the need for a fresh challenge, Jean decided to broaden her horizons by becoming Housemistress of Aberdeen House in September 2003; she had the House ship-shape in no time at all.  The girls were soon wiping the make up from their faces, rolling their skirts back down and taking out their second, third or even fourth piercings.  Jean’s firm but fair approach, her endless patience and her ability always to find time to listen and, if need be, offer advice to the girls was always valued (maybe not at the time but certainly on reflection).  

Jean was a well respected member of the School community; a good friend to many, a sounding board with sage advice and words of encouragement.  Frequently found inhabiting the prestigious area known as the ‘ante room’ along with her fellow coven members – men by invitation only (as in Woodlands).  Worryingly Jean was teetotal before joining Woodlands but, under the influence of Kim Franklin, Fiona Horsfall and other coven members, she became partial to the odd glass of red or a G&T.  In addition, Jean built up an enviable collection of shoes, all contained in their original shoe boxes, that would make even Imelda Marcos proud, and which on several occasions she has lent out to those in need of a ‘Trinny and Susannah’ makeover.  

She will be particularly missed in Woodlands for her wonderfully cheery personality, her wickedly accurate mimicry and for the many laughs and giggles we have all shared together.  Jean looks forward to her new challenge at Christ’s Hospital; she will be sorely missed by the students and staff at Ardingly and we wish her all the very best for the future.  

Maureen McDonnell 



Laura White

I remember interviewing Laura White four years ago and was immediately struck by her calm, positive presence.  She has now been with us at Ardingly for three and a half years during which time she has been an extremely valuable member of staff.  She is an outstanding teacher of Religious Studies, Philosophy, Theory of Knowledge, and Learning for Life.  She always puts the students first and works tirelessly to guide her students through the ups and downs of metaphysical speculation.  As her previous Head of Department I was consistently impressed with her reliability, attention to detail, academic rigour, open-mindedness and with her care of students, both pastorally and academically.  Laura believes that to make changes you have to be the change you want to see, and she lives this through her professional and personal life.  She completed a taught MA in Pastoral Theology with specialism in Philosophy of Religion and Ethics whilst teaching at Ardingly, showing a characteristic desire to continue to develop her own understanding.  She is driven to find ways to bring positive change, whilst remaining modest and humble in herself and, as such, she has been a very good role model.  She was instrumental in developing the use of IT in the department using blogs, wikis and building online resource banks.  Her teaching is characterised by an interactive style, engaging students and building understanding using experiential and kinaesthetic teaching methods when appropriate.  She works with compassion as well as firmness and she continues to teach with clarity and flair.  She continues to contribute to the development of the department whilst also being Assistant Housemistress of Toynbee.

In the co-curricular domain, Laura has helped with the running of the Outdoor Pursuits programme every summer, which involved her facilitating reflective activities, stove cooking, water sports, teambuilding, camping, map reading, and walking with students through the summer term in preparation for Camp life with the Shell.  She has been involved with coaching of girls’ and boys’ Hockey, Lacrosse, Athletics, Swimming, and Badminton, and has helped in the process of setting up the new gym for students and staff.  Laura has also been involved with the student-led philosophy club, Sophos, supporting students to develop and present ideas, with Rock Band activity, and Open Door Christian discussion group.  She has supported and accompanied trips with students including  to the Battlefields of Belgium, to the Guggenheim in Bilbao, and to the wilds of the Masai Mara.  Laura has also worked as the editor of the Ardingly News, producing a number of beautiful editions which reflect the full life and vibrancy of the college.

In recent years Laura has significantly developed the CAS programme for the IB students, creating an online management system and forging local links to partner with our school charities and international projects.  In particular she has organised events most weekends through a programme of ‘Service on Sundays’ for students to get involved in volunteering locally.  This has varied from conservation work with the National Trust, to organising Disabled Fun Days, Carol Singing, and clearing village driveways in the snow.  This varied and fun programme has enabled a range of students to become involved and has spread beyond the IB students to nurture a real culture of service.  On an international level she has helped to run and manage the Kenya Service trip to Ndogo Primary School with Gesa Paulfeierborn.

Laura contributed very well to the pastoral side of the college.  Over her time she has worked as a House Tutor in Aberdeen and in Woodard before becoming an Assistant Housemistress.  She gives huge support to her tutees and students and is always willing to lend an ear.  Over the last year she has worked closely with Leonie Gurd in Toynbee and the experience she has gained in these areas has meant it was natural for her to seek further new challenges, and we wish her well in her next stage as a Housemistress at St.  Catherine’s School in Bramley.

Laura is a gifted teacher and communicator.  She has the rare combination of intellectual acumen and interpersonal intelligence which make her an extremely valuable colleague and teacher.  In short, both her students and her colleagues have found her a joy to work with.  Her faith permeates everything she does –  it is no coincidence that her dog is called Grace.  We are all the better for knowing her.  Bon Voyage!

Jamie Large



Joe Winter

Joe Winter rocked up at Ardingly College in the Autumn of 2007, initially to cover a maternity leave in the English Department. It soon became abundantly clear to everyone that a distinctly individualistic person had decided to throw his weight into the teaching pot of the College. His passion for literature, and the written and spoken word in general, coupled with his deep-seated desire to see all his students flourish, ensured that Joe’s contract was soon extended. Joe has established himself as a bit of a legend in the department, largely through his sheer enthusiasm, though it has to be said he is not averse to moments of spontaneity, some might even say idiosyncrasy, that have cemented his reputation with many students. Apparently, he can get his briefcase to perform all sorts of acrobatic tricks, and he is prone to switching on the lights in his classroom by using his foot rather than something as mundane as a hand. It’s not just in department meetings that Joe will feel moved to respond to an issue in verse for there have been many other meetings that have prompted the muse to descend and the ink to flow. 

Joe’s expertise in the classroom comes from a life in education. He has taught without a break since leaving Oxford and rose to become a Head of Department and Head of Faculty in south London. He took the radical decision to leave the well trodden path towards a Headship and in 1993 decided to go and live and work in Calcutta. His twelve years or so in India gave him a chance for him to get to grips with the Bengali language and set about the serious work of translating Nobel laureate Rabindranath Tagore into English. As well as being a translator of Tagore, Joe has gained a reputation as an expert on the poet and is in international demand at conferences, particularly as it is the one hundred and fiftieth anniversary of Tagore’s birth this year.

The students are always impressed to find that Joe has his own entry on Wikipedia and a quick glance there confirms the breadth and depth of Joe’s talent as a poet and translator. He has a little over twenty-five books to his name, many published by Anvil Press, and I am sure there are more on the way. What has distinguished Joe’s time here at Ardingly though is his desire to get children writing too. He has been the guiding force behind the annual publication of creative writing, The Wonderful Bird, a collection that seems to go from strength to strength each year.

Joe sees the world as a broad canvass and he has not just been a stalwart of the English department. He is a keen, and very competitive, chess player and has run the chess club here. He has always been a runner and his Steepo times are impressive. As most people probably know, Joe is always up for a bit of a debate and he has helped coach individuals and teams in preparation for competition. Joe can whip through a crossword quicker than anyone and Common Room will struggle without Joe’s ability to cut through the clue and untangle the answer. The true measure of a person is often found in what is said in House. The boys in Rhodes have said, “Mr Winter has been an unforgettable presence in Rhodes. His poetic energy and enthusiasm for just about anything has made him a Rhodes legend. He embodies the House spirit and will be missed by all the lads in the House.” 

Although Joe is officially retiring, again, there are few of us who can visualise him as the retiring type and he will undoubtedly throw himself into a new project. We wish him luck in whatever it is he chooses to do; it will be worth watching out for.

Andy Smith



Nathan Wriglesworth

Nathan Wriglesworth joined Ardingly College in September 2009 as a Mathematics Teacher.  He was a truly dynamic classroom teacher who made very good use of a wide range of teaching strategies including group work, mathematical games, Youtube videos, and even producing a mathematical song with a Remove class.  His exciting lessons, together with his calm and encouraging manner, made him very popular with his students.  Nathan's excellent set of summer 2010 IGCSE and AS results also clearly demonstrated that he was able to get a lot out of students with a wide range of abilities and attitudes to the subject.  Nathan always made himself available to his students if they required extra support outside lessons, and he regularly helped in scheduled departmental clinics.  He also showed a real keenness to take on board advice and learn from or support his colleagues.   Nathan came to Ardingly after three years in a state school in Worthing.  He quickly adapted to the demands of life in a busy boarding school and showed particular commitment in his football activity where, as a fellow coach, I observed him display the same dedication to high standards and the development and positive encouragement of his teams as he showed in his classroom teaching.  Nathan was also an excellent academic tutor who put considerable time and effort into supporting and monitoring his tutees.  In his short time at Ardingly Nathan proved himself to be a valued member of the Mathematics Department and a charming and professional colleague who possesses a deep concern for his students.
Peter Joseph

