The Bunburys Conjure Up A Magical Day for Mark

Harry Potter heroes, Weasley twins James and Oliver Phelps, were among a star-studded line-up of players at the memorial cricket match for Mark Lawrence at Ardingly College on Sunday May 15th. The Mark Lawrence XI took on the mighty  Bunburys, the world’s largest charity cricket team, in memory of Mark who died last year aged 48 and who was a great supporter of cricket in the College and at his local club, Lindfield.
Heather Lawrence, Mark’s widow, and their children Geoffrey, George and Harriet who all attend the College, thoroughly enjoyed the day. Heather said: “I am amazed by everyone who turned up and their great generosity.  It has been a wonderful day and Mark would have loved it.”
Among the players from the Bunburys helping to raise money for a special Ardingly College Bursary in Mark’s name to fund schooling for a local child who shows a talent for science, were such famous names as ITN Newsreader Mark Austin and great cricketers Darren Gough and Phil Tufnell.  With a huge grin on his face, Phil told Heather, “Brilliant - with everyone here it’s been great. I really enjoyed the whole day.”
The Phelps twins, in their debut for the Bunburys and now sporting their natural brown-coloured hair, signed autographs and posed for photos.  Oliver said: “It’s been so great to be to be here – and in such fantastic grounds too.  James and I have just taken it all in and really loved it.”
World Campion boxer Lloyd Honeyghan and Australian cricketing legend Jeff Thomson were among celebrity supporters, with ‘Thommo’ helping to push up bidding on a signed Freddy Flintoff bat during the tea interval auction which raised £4000 for the Bursary Appeal.
James Foster, Essex Captain and former England wicket-keeper, generously gave up his time in this, his Benefit Year, not only to play for the Mark Lawrence XI but also to present medals to all the youngsters in the morning’s Kwik Cricket tournament.  Under 11 Teams from the College and from Ardingly, Haywards Heath, Lindfield and Cuckfield Cricket Clubs, as well as visitors Hutton CC who travelled from Essex, enjoyed an energetic and exciting morning.  James called the event, “A brilliant day which I loved,” adding that he was delighted to be supporting the Bursary Appeal, “to help a youngster attend such a marvellous school as Ardingly.”

Dr David English, founder and captain of The Bunburys, said: “This was an outstanding day with everyone showing great generosity of spirit and also enjoying this remarkable hospitality. It was a sad but joyful occasion - I couldn’t think of a better day to honour Mark Lawrence, a great man.”
Match Report

The Mark Lawrence XI’s team captain, Mark’s 15 year-old son Geoffrey Lawrence, won the toss in this 30 over match and put the Bunburys into bat.  Mark’s protégé , Ardingly College, Sussex and England U17 player, Abidine Sakande, opened the bowling and went on to produce the side’s best all-round performance with 3 for 37, including the two opening batsmen, former Sussex and England left-handed opening bat David Smith and Keith Bradshaw, Chief Executive of the MCC.
And this innings saw the day’s champagne moment - Essex’s big-hitting Andy Clark trying for his 3rd six, was brilliantly caught above his head by a back-pedalling Geoffrey. James and Oliver Phelps, after the wilderness years when serious cricket was banned during filming, scored 11 and 10 respectively.  However, Australian cricket star Tom Triffitt smashed 62 and Alan Wells, England & Sussex, who hit 3 big sixes to delight the local fans, helped swell the Bunbury total to 227 for 9.
In reply, a fiery opening spell from the young Essex bowler Maurice Chambers accounted for the wicket of Geoffrey Lawrence, bravely opening the batting against first-class bowling, with Sussex’s James Kirtley at the other end. 

Phil Tufnell rolled back the years to delight the crowds with his beautiful bowling, taking 2 for 40 with flight and guile.  After stepping out to the Strictly Come Dancing tune and entertaining every one with a few dance moves, Darren Gough bowled with vim at the wicket but was nevertheless hit for 42 for 1 wicket off 5 overs.
QC James Dingemans, a close friend of the Lawrence family, presided over the middle order with a cultured 23 and Brett Silvey of Lindfield (44) and Neil Fairbrother (26) carried the fight to the Bunburys. 
Neil, former Lancashire and England cricketer, who as a boy lived next door to Mark, finally succumbed to the wily bowling of Mark Austin who made his own headlines that afternoon by also taking the wicket of Lindfield 1st XI captain Pete Vinehall.  And a moment of magic was conjured between wizard bowler James Phelps and TV magician Paul Craven who caught Abidine Sakande. 

Ultimately the 15 star fielders of the Bunburys held sway and they triumphed by 45 runs, with 11 year-old Harriet Lawrence presenting the trophy to Sir David English.
Headmaster Peter Green said: “This was wonderful cricket and an honour for Mark and his family that so many great players turned up today – a big thank you to them and to all the enthusiastic supporters.”
